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The Durham School is the
Recipient of the Walter LeFevre
Award from ASCE
This national
award is named
for E. Walter
LeFevre, Ph.D., PE,
Dist.M.ASCE, who
endowed this award
to recognize actions
in promoting
licensure, ethics
and professionalism.
Criteria include a
minimum 60% of
graduates who took
the FE while enrolled in the program (88.2%),
the percent of those graduates who passed the
exam while enrolled in the program (88.2%), the
percent of eligible faculty who are licensed in a
US jurisdiction (58%), and a two-page narrative
detailing curricula devoted to licensures, ethics
and professionalism, and activities undertaken
to include improvement from previous
Academic Years.
https://www.asce.org/templates/award-detail.
aspx?id=632

“

New Dean of Engineering
Dr. Lance Pérez
Dr. Lance Pérez was
selected as the next dean of
the College of Engineering.
After serving nearly two
years in an interim position,
Lance C. Pérez has been
named dean of the University
of Nebraska–Lincoln’s
College of Engineering.
“The priority of the College of Engineering is to
continue to enhance and expand engineering
education and research, while also adding to its
critical role in the economic development of the
state of Nebraska,” Pérez said.
Pérez has been named dean at a pivotal moment
in the history of Nebraska Engineering. The
college, which will celebrate its 110th year in 2019,
is undergoing a period of growth, including 11
straight years of record enrollment. In the last
three years, 56 new faculty positions have been
added with 14 more positions in process.
For complete original article, see https://news.
unl.edu/newsrooms/today/article/p-rez-nameddean-of-nebraska-engineering/.

The Charles W. Durham School is one of a kind, it is unique and there is no
other school like it. It does a substantially better job of giving young people a
well-rounded education in all aspects of construction and design.
Walter Scott, Jr.
Former CEO of Kiewit Corporation and Chairman of Level 3 Communications
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Faculty Focus

Participants of 2018 ASCE ExCEED Workshop consisted of faculty from seventeen states, including
four Durham School professors of practice and one Nebraska civil engineering professor.
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Faculty Focus

The Durham School Welcomes
Three New Faculty
Philip Barutha, Assistant
Professor, holds a B.S. in
construction engineering
technology, and an M.S. and
Ph.D. in Civil Engineering. He
states, “My passion for teaching
combined with my industry
experience and research focus areas have put
me in a position to be an effective teacher and
mentor for the next generation of construction
professionals. I am excited for the opportunity
to continue working and sharing my passion
for the industry with this next generation of
construction professionals.”

The Durham School Hosts
ASCE EXCEED Training
The Durham School hosted the ASCE ExCEED
Teaching Workshop, in its 20th anniversary year, at
the Peter Kiewit Institute June 3–8, 2018. Twenty
four faculty from around the country came to
Nebraska for a six-day practicum that provides
engineering educators with an opportunity to
improve their teaching abilities. Faculty across
the country and around the world benefit from
this workshop. Four professors-of-practice from
The Durham School—Michelle Eble-Hankins, Kelli
Herstien, Brandon Kreiling, and Vish Reddi—also
attended the rigorous training.
The workshop learning objectives are:
•• Explaining what constitutes effective teaching.
•• Applying learning style models to the
organization and conduct of a class.
•• Using Classroom Assessment Techniques to
assess student learning.
•• Organizing a class.
•• Delivering classroom instruction.
•• Assessing a class from a student’s perspective.
•• Self-assessing your own class.
The Durham School will host the June 2019 session
of the workshop next year. More information about
the ASCE ExCEEd Workshops can be found at
http://www.asce.org/exceed/.

Kelli Herstein (pictured on page 5), Assistant
Professor of Practice, holds a B.S. in industrial
engineering, M.S. in industrial and management
systems engineering with a minor in construction
management, an M.P.H. in environmental and
occupational health, and a Ph.D. in construction
engineering and management. Kelli believes
that great teachers teach from experience
and understand the needs of industry. “I
continuously strive to build new relationships
with industry and professional organizations so I
can give my students a meaningful experience in
the classroom.”
Iason Konstantzos, Assistant
Professor, holds a diploma
(undergraduate) in civil
engineering, an M.S. in the design
and construction of underground
structures, and a Ph.D. in civil
engineering. With The Durham
School, he plans to introduce courses connected
to sustainable building design and human
comfort in the built environment, encourage
students to get involved in research projects, and
develop a series of seminars to help students
understand how different fields of building
science are combined in real-world applications.
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Faculty Focus
Ece Erdogmus–2018 Rising Star in
Structural Engineering from Civil +
Structural Engineer Magazine
Dr. Ece Erdogmus, professor of
architectural engineering, has been
selected as a 2018 Rising Star in
Structural Engineering, one of
only 13 Rising Stars selected this
year by Civil + Structural Engineer.
The Rising Stars in Structural
Engineering program recognizes structural
engineers 40 years old or younger working in
the United States who have shown exceptional
technical capability, leadership ability, effective
teaching or research, and/or public service
benefiting the structural engineering profession,
their employers, project owners, and/or society.
The complete story can be found in the May issue of
Civil + Structural Engineer.
https://csengineermag.com/article/2018-risingstars-civil-structural-engineering/.

Clarence Waters First
Engineering Faculty to Receive
Aaron Douglas Professorship for
Teaching Excellence
The John E. Weaver and Aaron Douglas
professorships were established in 2008 to
recognize a university faculty
member with the rank of full
professor who demonstrates
sustained and extraordinary levels
of teaching excellence and national
visibility for instructional activities
and/or practice. Faculty awarded
the professorship may choose either the Douglas
or Weaver designation. Dr. Aaron Douglas was not
only a pioneer at the University of Nebraska, he
was born in Topeka, Kansas. I was born and raised
in Junction City, which is close by, Waters said.
When I was a kid, we learned about him and his art
because he was from Kansas. It just felt right.
Waters has been a driving force in the rise
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of Nebraska’s architectural engineering (AE)
program to national prominence. He came to The
Durham School of Architectural Engineering and
Construction in 2000 as an associate professor
and served as the director of the architectural
engineering program from 2005-10. He has
also earned many teaching awards, including
the Architectural Engineering Institute’s 2016
Outstanding Educator Award that is given to the
nation’s top educator in the field.
In addition to his teaching and research, Waters is
also the AE program’s chief industry liaison to the
vibrant architectural engineering industry in Omaha
and nationally. Industry involvement in the program,
Waters said, has been instrumental as the program
grew from its inception less than two decades ago
into one of the nation’s most-prestigious.
Lance C. Pérez, dean of the College of Engineering,
stated, “Clarence’s career exemplifies teaching
excellence and I cannot imagine a better choice to
be the first Aaron Douglas professor in the College
of Engineering.”
Complete original article can be found at
https://engineering.unl.edu/clarence-waters-firstengineering-faculty-chosen-receive-aaron-douglasprofessorship/.

Durham School’s Jay Puckett
Honored for Life-Long Commitment
to Engineering Education
Jay Puckett, Director of The
Durham School, has been awarded
the Wyoming Eminent Engineer for
2018 on behalf of the Engineering
Honor Society, Tau Beta Pi. This
award is presented annually and
honors someone who has provided
significant service to the College of Engineering or
the State of Wyoming in the field of engineering.
Dr. Puckett was a long-term educator, researcher
and administrator in the Department of Civil and
Architectural Engineering at the University of
Wyoming. He served the University of Wyoming in
varying capacities, ranging from assistant professor
to associate dean, from 1983-2015, before accepting
a position as Durham School director in 2015.

THE DURHAM SCHOOL | Fall 2018

Faculty Focus
While at UW, Puckett conducted research primarily
in the area of bridges, transportation structures,
and steel frames. He served five American Society
of Civil Engineers (ASCE) committees and was
one of the founding associate editors for the
ASCE Journal of Bridge Engineering, serving in
the role for several years. For four years, Puckett
chaired the Academic Council for architectural
engineering. During this time, he led the group
to rewrite the drafts for the current Accreditation
Board for Engineering & Technology (ABET)
Architectural Engineering criteria and associated
ASCE commentary. He also serves as an ABET
program evaluator for civil and architectural
engineering programs.

Tim served as ASHRAE president in 2016-17 and
launched the Society theme for that year “Adapt
Today to Shape Tomorrow.”

“My career in engineering education has been such
a great ride! I am very fortunate to love what I do
and am lucky to have experienced such wonderful
opportunities,” said Dr. Puckett. “I have spent my
career teaching, researching and learning about
subjects that I am truly passionate about. No gift
is greater.”

In April of this year, Kelli Herstein
was recognized by the Associated
Schools of Construction (ASC)
Region 4 with a Regional Teaching
award at ASC’s 54th Annual
International Conference. Dr.
Herstein will begin her new role as a
Professor of Practice at The Durham School this fall.

The complete original article can be viewed
at https://engineering.unl.edu/durhamschool%E2%80%99s-jay-puckett-honored-lifelongcommitment-engineering-education/.

Tim Wentz Continues His
Travels in Service of the HVAC
Engineering Field

engineering. By focusing on the opportunities inherent
in new technology, our discipline can leverage the new
technology to create a new Golden Age of engineering.
Inspiring our discipline to seize this opportunity is our first
priority and will produce an engineering renaissance that
will transform our planet.

More information about the 2018 Engineers Week
can be found at http://www.new-sandiego.org/

Kelli Herstein Named ASC
Outstanding Educator

College of Engineering
Faculty & Staff Award Recipients
John Bonsell, associate
professor–35 years of service
in the Construction Programs

Tim Wentz continues to actively
travel and move the HVAC
engineering industry forward
through meetings and conferences
around the world. In between
finishing up in South Africa
(perhaps a future article) and
going on to London for another meeting with
colleagues there, he briefly reported about the
presentation he gave as the keynote speaker at the
2018 Engineers Week in San Diego. There he talked
about the future of engineering in this rapidly
evolving technological era. The abstract for his
presentation titled Back to the Future: The Wonder
of Engineering states:

Kelly Johnson, administrative
technician–College Staff Award
for Exemplary Service & Support

Technology is changing our world at a breakneck
pace. Everything from self-driving cars to artificial
intelligence has the potential to disrupt the discipline of

David Yuill, assistant professor–
College of Engineering Faculty
Service Award

Ece Erdogmus, professor–Holling
Family Master Teacher Award/UNL
University-Wide Teaching Award

Tim Wentz, associate professor–
Dean’s Lifetime Achievement
Award (first year awarded)
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Real-World Research

Students Travel to Turkey to
Participate in Research Collaboration
in Conservation Engineering
Dr. Ece Erdogmus took a group of AE students to Turkey
on a 5-week summer research experience in preservation of
ancient historical sites. The long range goal of this National
Science Foundation (NSF) funded project is to develop
a cadre of specially trained and globally aware experts in
the engineering aspects of historical preservation projects
with training in and sensitivity to conservation goals
and practices.
Eight students successfully completed this year’s program.
They were hosted at Izmir Technology Institute for four
weeks, where the students utilized labs and offices in the
Civil Engineering (CIVE) department. Two professors, one
from CIVE and one from the Architectural Conservation
department, and several Turkish graduate students helped
the Nebraska Team on the project. Students also spent
one week in Gazipasa, on the southern coast of Turkey,
performing field work at the ancient Roman site of Antioch
ad Cragum.
Students received training about nondestructive testing
of masonry, appropriate use of conservation materials and
methods, and material testing, and applied this to lab work.
Marble cubes from the Antioch ad Cragum site, a quarry
near Izmir and another quarry near Antioch were tested
under compression and for salt content, absorption, and
density. Flexure and pull-out specimens were tested to
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compare binding materials. Some preventative
conservation measures were applied on the
ancient Roman Temple of Antioch ad Cragum, over
130 blocks were photographed to be modeled in
3D, and blocks were tested using NDT techniques
to categorize them for future use. Statistical
analysis and modeling are still in progress.
The program included a site visit to Blaundos.
This striking Roman city is under excavation by
archeologist Dr. Birol Can of Usak University, a
colleague of Dr. Erdogmus. This preliminary
visit was to understand their conservation and
engineering problems with the goal of assisting
with this site more next year.
Students also took guided tours of the historic
Izmir city center and the world-famous Ephesus.
They learned how ceramic pots are made through
a live demonstration, shopped for leather, and had
an authentic meal of Gozlemes and Shish Kebaps
in the old Ottoman style (see photo).
Student participants for 2018 were: Jacinta
Christiansen, MAE; Tess McCabe, MS; Meredith
Butler, senior AE; Kelsey Stithem, senior AE;
Nicole Aschoff, senior AE; Mitchael Sieh, junior AE;
Schuyler Sutter, junior AE; Aaron Adams, junior AE.
Interested students can find out about future
opportunities by contacting Dr. Ece Erdogmus.
The space is limited*—there will be an application
and interview process for 2019 participants.
*This is an abroad internship opportunity, where all
travel expenses are paid in addition to a stipend.
No course credits are provided. Students should
also note that there will likely be a Study Abroad in
Italy program in summer 2019.
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Student Spotlight
Alireza Behfar, Ph.D. AE,
Receives Homer Addams
Award from ASHRAE

Construction Engineering & Management Attracts
Two More Fulbright Scholars in Two Years
The Fulbright Foreign Student Program enables graduate students,
young professionals and artists from abroad to study and conduct
research in the United States.

Congratulations to
Alireza Befar, Ph.D.
AE (August 2018)
Mr. Hamidi Hakmatullah, from Kabul, Afghanistan started his MS CEMT
for this prestigious
in Fall 2017. He has taught construction materials, structural analysis,
award! Candidates
and assisted students in lab activities. Mr. Hakmatullah is also founder
must have published and CEO of Dawrani Construction & Architecture Co. in Kabul.
a paper in ASHRAE’s
Science and Technology for the
Mr. Saran Sotharin, of Phnom Penh, Cambodia joins us in Fall 2018. Mr.
Built Environment or Transactions
Sotharin wants to improve construction safety, safe shelter, building
within the past two years and that
quality, environment and health. He is greatly motivated by concern
were deliverables from ASHRAE
over the lack of building codes in his home country.
sponsored research projects. More
Another Fulbright student, Hamed Rafsanjani of Iran has been
information at https://www.ashrae.
studying Human Factors and Energy in The Durham School and is
org/membership/honors-andnow in candidacy.
awards

ASHRAE Graduate GrantIn-Aid for Sungmin Yoon,
Ph.D. AE Candidate

2018 AEI Forum Hosted by The Durham School
at Scott Coference Center in Omaha—UNL Team
Places 2nd!

Sungmin Yoon, Ph.D. AE
candidate, was the recipient of an
ASHRAE Grant-In-Aid. The goal
of the program
is to encourage
outstanding
graduate students
to become involved
in ASHRAE and
its research and
establish careers
that include active engagement
within and continued contributions
to Society activities. The evaluation
criteria include academic
performance, quality and relevance
of their thesis/research plan, advisor
recommendation, and an overall
assessment of the likelihood for
future involvement of the student
within ASHRAE. More at https://
www.ashrae.org/communities/
student-zone/scholarships-andgrants/graduate-student-grant-inaid-award-program.

The annual
Architectural
Engineering
Institute (AEI)
Forum was hosted
by The Durham
School on UNO’s
Scott Campus this
year. There were
over 260 people in
attendance April
4-6 at the Scott
Conference Center.
Student teams from engineering programs all over the country
convened to participate in the design competition. UNL’s student
team consisted of Samantha Anderson, Marissa Gigantelli, and Cody
Largent (Electrical & Integration); Jonathan Ingram, Nick Lassek, Ben
Prescott, and Joshua Smrcina (Mechanical & Integration); and Sultan
Al-Ruzaiqi, Anthony McWilliams, and Taylor Philipps (Structural &
Integration). The Durham School team won second place in both
Mechanical and Structural, an impressive finish! This year’s project
was to design the CHI Children’s Hospital expansion and remodel
currently underway right here in Omaha, Nebraska. Congratulations
to our students, and to all of the team design mentors that guided
them in this complex design task!
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Student Spotlight
Congratulatory Events Held in May for Durham School Graduates

2018 Construction Graduates,
City Campus

2018 Construction Graduates,
Scott Campus

2018 Architectural
Engineering Graduates

Architectural Engineering MAE
Project Earns NCEES Engineering
Education Award
The Durham School of Architectural Engineering
and Construction has received a 2018 National
Council Examiners for Engineering and Surveying
(NCEES) Engineering Education Award and a
$10,000 prize—the third recognition, including a
grand prize, in four years!
Students from The Durham School's Master of
Architectural Engineering (MAE) program carried
out the project in their Team Design course, under
faculty adviser Clarence Waters, professor of
architectural engineering. This year’s award is the
third for The Durham School in the past four NCEES
competitions, including a 2016 grand prize.
The Durham School’s submission, titled Children’s
Hospital and Medical Center Expansion, was a
proposed $290 million, 390,000-square foot
addition to the existing structure.
The project was structured around the Architectural
Engineering Institute (AEI) Student Design
Competition, for which students from this same
group earned runner-up awards in structural
systems design and mechanical systems design.
For the project, electrical, structural, and
mechanical engineering students worked as
part of a team that also included licensed faculty,
more than 50 licensed professional engineers
and architects from industry, and many other
allied professionals who served as mentors for
the students.

The NCEES Engineering Education Award
recognizes college engineering programs for
engaging their students in collaborative projects
with licensed professional engineers. It was
established to promote understanding of the
value of licensure and to encourage partnerships
between the engineering profession and education.
Eight cash awards are presented each year–one
$25,000 grand prize and seven $10,000 prizes–
and can be used at the discretion of the winning
engineering departments/colleges. NCEES
encourages the winners to use the funds for the
advancement of projects connecting professional
practice and education.
The original article can be found at https://
engineering.unl.edu/architectural-engineering-maeproject-earns-ncees-engineering-education-award/
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Alumni in Action
Ben Schmitt to Manage
New Office Location

Ben Ries Promoted to
Associate at LEO A DALY

Farris Engineering has
announced the opening
of its new office in Sidney,
Neb. Durham School alum
Ben Schmitt (M.A.E. 2009),
PE, CEM, QCxP, LEED AP+,
mechanical engineer, will
serve as office manager for the new location.
“As a Sidney native, I am proud to bring a
new company to the community to serve
our region,” he said. Ben is experienced in
engineering and energy savings management
in new construction, renovations, and
infrastructure projects. Congratulations Ben!
See https://www.farris-usa.com/sidney-ne-issite-for-new-farris-office/.

Lighting Magazine’s 40U40
Recognizes AE Alums Trevor
Hollins and Chrysanthi Stockwell
Trevor Hollins, PE, LEED
AP (M.A.E. 2004), Lighting
Design Studio Lead at HDR,
and Chrysanthi Stockwell,
LC, Assoc. IALD, LEED
AP BD+C (M.A.E. 2007),
Senior Associate Lighting
Designer at HGA, have
both been selected as one
of the 40under40 North
America 2018 young lighting
designers in association with
Lighting magazine. In their
congratulatory message,
they were told that Lighting magazine
received an overwhelming response in the
inaugural program for the region, with over
120 nominations of young professionals from
across the USA, Canada, Mexico, and the
Caribbean. They were nominated by their
principals and peers for this recognition.
Congratulations Trevor and Chrysanthi on
this well-deserved recognition!
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Ben Ries (M.A.E. 2009) began his career
with LEO A DALY as an electrical intern
and is now registered as a Lighting
Certified Professional Engineer. Ries
invests his energy in enhancing the
culture of the company and giving back
to the Omaha community. Ries has been
the post leader of the LEO A DALY Explorer's Post, assists
with mentoring activities at The Durham School, serves
as a goal buddy with Partnership for Our Kids, and is a
mentor for Big Brothers Big Sisters. In recognition of his
mentorship service, Ries was presented the Big Brothers
Big Sisters of the Midlands Big Brother of the Year award
and the Midlands Mentoring Partnership Mentor of the
Year award for 2016. Additionally, Ries was accepted for
the Omaha Chamber of Commerce Leadership Omaha
Class 40.

Four AE Alums Earn CSE Magazine's
40 Under 40 Award
Four Nebraska AE alumni,
including current associate
professor Erica Ryherd, are among
the recipients of ConsultingSpecifying Engineer’s 2018 40
Under 40 award.
Also recognized were alumni
Kimberly Cowman (M.A.E. 2004),
senior associate and senior mechanical project engineer
at Leo A Daly, Omaha; Samuel Haberman (M.A.E. 2007),
associate principal at Alvine Engineering, OKC; and
Brandon Rich (M.A.E. 2007), associate principal at Alvine
Engineering, Omaha.
Given to 40 nonresidential building industry professionals
aged 40 and younger who stand out in a host of personal
and professional aspects in their lives, candidates are
nominated by a professional colleague or mentor and
judged by industry experts based on nine areas including
their commitment to superiority in their academic,
professional, personal, and community involvement.
The winners, who were profiled in the May edition of the
magazine, will be presented with their awards at an Oct. 3
ceremony in Chicago. Original article and biographies can
be found at https://engineering.unl.edu/four-ae-alumsearn-cse-magazines-40-under-40-award/.
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Alumni in Action
Audra Von Minden, CGC, (M.A.E.
2005), and CEO of LTD Builders,
Discusses Women in Construction
Audra is in the process of
establishing a new scholarship at
UNL for women in construction.
We reached out to her and asked
her to share her experiences
and motivations for establishing
this scholarship.
Excerpts are from interview conducted in
June 2018.
My first real work experience in CM was an
internship with Hensel Phelps Construction in
Denver when I was 20 and that was really eyeopening. We worked on a $200M hospital facility,
and the only other woman on the job site was the
receptionist. I had a very hard time relating with the
men and I didn’t understand how to fit in with them
professionally and get along with them socially at
the same time. In retrospect, a lot of that was that
I was inexperienced working with men at that level,
and they were certainly not used to having a female
around either. It was a really tough summer.
I’m not sure that the landscape has changed since
then. There are still very few women in my field,
and it’s still tough for a young woman to fit into
an environment where she is different and doesn’t
easily relate. What has changed is me. I learned
how to work with men, how to relate to them, how
to be friendly and authentic with them while still
maintaining professionalism and respect. I am the
boss now, which makes this much easier, but I’ve
learned how to not only survive the environment,
but really thrive in it. A lot more of this job is
managing people than construction, and I treat
[people] respectfully and am very clear about what
I want and need from them. I would have benefited
from a woman like me when I was 20, let me
tell you!
I tell people all the time that being a woman
general contractor has an automatic advantage for
me—people constantly underestimate me, which
gives me continuous opportunities to exceed their
expectations and impress them. On the sales side,
it’s fantastic because male clients are intrigued by

having a female contractor, and are usually easily
impressed early on with my competency (againlowered expectations create an opportunity to wow),
and women love having a contractor who [they feel]
really listens to them and relates to their concerns
and desires. I think I have a huge advantage over
most of my male competitors for these reasons.
My best advice [to women entering this field] is to
embrace being a woman in a male field. Don’t try
to be one of the guys—be the girl. You’ll be more
comfortable and they will be more comfortable
around you. It took me a while to learn that
one. Second, always set high standards and firm
boundaries with the people you work with. It’s okay
to be friendly and socialize—in fact it’s important.
But never let [coworkers] push boundaries with you.
If you set this bar early on, you can eliminate a lot of
problems down the road.
I have owned my business since 2009, and by 2016,
I had worked out a lot of the kinks. I only have one
employee. She is a project manager with a design
background. Other than her, I subcontract 100% of
the work. She and I manage all of it ourselves. We
expect to do 10x the volume in 2018 that we did in
2016, which is incredibly exciting! I am continuously
evaluating our progress and opportunities to try to
expand as much as possible during this favorable
market. The sky is the limit now!

Jessica Hall (M.A.E. 2009) on an
Extraordinary Trip to Cameroon,
Servicing a Country in Turmoil
An expedition that started from a
youthful friendship evolved into a
three-week journey that took BG
Building Works' Jessica Hall (AVN)
from one mountainous region in
Colorado to another mountainous
region in Africa. Armed with a
personal invitation from college friend Josh, Jessica
embarked on a trip of a lifetime to Cameroon to
support some specific mechanical engineering
projects he thought she could help resolve. To
read the full story, "Where in the World is Jessica
Hall" detailing this extraordinary journey in service
of others found at http://www.bgbuildingworks.
com/2016/where-in-the-world-hall/?utm.
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Outreach Opportunities

Nebraska Construction Career
Days Recap–April 27

DeWalt Technology Tour
Makes a Stop at PKI

Nebraska Construction Career Days took place
for the first time at PKI on April 27, 2018. Students
from area high schools were invited for a day of
interactive demos in various stations both inside
and outside, throughout labs, classrooms and
parking lots. Faculty and industry professionals
volunteered time and materials to introduce
students to the following learning stations:

On July 17, the DeWalt Technology Tour set up their
demo tractor-trailer in the parking lot shared by PKI
and Mammel Hall in Omaha. Focused on Design,
Connect, Protect and Build, DEWALT leads in
construction space through innovative technologies
delivering solutions to our end users. For more
information about the tour and upcoming events,
see https://www.dewalt.com/dewalt-dna/events.

••
••
••
••
••
••
••
••
••
••
••
••
••
••
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Lighting, Clarence Waters
Acoustics, Lauren Ronsse/Jonathan Weber
Circuits, Moe Alahmad/Steve Bowen
Electrical, IBEW South
Mechanical-HVAC, Vish Reddi /Matt Barrows
Virtual and Augmented Reality,
Mahmoud Habibnezhad
Structures, Jay Puckett
Concrete Stress, Mostafa Aboelkhier/
Antony Kodsy
Scaffolding and Safety, Terry Stentz/Jinwoo Kim
Shake Table, Terri Norton
Mini-Excavator and Skidloader, Bob-cat of
Omaha North
Virtual Welding, Valmont/Matheson North
Plumbing, Steamfitters South
National Guard

Schedule a Visit or Event
Faculty, students, alumni, and industry partners
of the Durham School often visit classrooms
or volunteer their time to provide educational
opportunities, attend community events, and build
familiarity with the architectural engineering and
construction engineering and management fields.
If you are interested in contacting us for future
outreach opportunities, let us know! Please provide
your contact information at udurhams@unl.edu.
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Notes of Appreciation
Grisel Ramirez, Recent Graduate
Sends a Note of Thanks

with me) who came to talk to us with
his company.

Good afternoon,

I am also part of our Community Affairs
Committee, and have been able to teach
at the Turner School of Construction
Management–it is a very rewarding
experience. Turner also just finished
celebrating Founders Day and we
volunteered everywhere in the country. It
was great!

I just wanted to wish everyone a great of
a semester and a great summer. I hope
everyone is enjoying the great weather! I
have been working a lot and have not had
a chance to check in but I’m glad I can do
that today. I believe Professor Grosskopf
will be happy to know I am officially an
Estimator for our Denver Unit.
I travel a lot but I love my job and have
created great connections everywhere
even in Lincoln! We had our ABC
BlueBook event on Tuesday and I met a
lot of small/minority-owned companies
from Nebraska. And I got to see Shane
Rothchild from school (graduated

I cannot thank all of you enough for
everything you did for me when I was
there. I’ll be back soon for my Master’s
degree and hopefully I will get to work
with some of you again.
Thank you again and I hope to hear from
you, Grisel Ramirez, Estimator, Turner
Construction Company.

Bayle Scow, a recent graduate in Construction
Management will return to the Durham School
this fall to begin her M.S. CEMT.

We Want to Hear From You!
If you have any feedback, comments, or questions, we'd love to hear from you! Send an email
to udurhams@unl.edu. Using this email will not enroll you in any sort of listserve, nor do we
distribute your contact information without a request or express permission.
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Industry Involvement

Traditions of Excellence
Golf Tournament
The 16th Annual Tradition
of Excellence (ToE) Golf
Tournament was held on July
9 at Tiburon Golf Club, and
what a great time! Hosted by
The Durham School and the
Construction Industry Advisory
Committee (CIAC), over 65
companies and organizations
helped to sponsor the event. This
year’s tournament was capped at
55 teams and 220 players.
The ToE Golf Tournament
raises funds for Durham School
Construction Programs and
student scholarships, and is
always a great success. Industry
professionals and other donors
raised over $30,000 at the
2018 tournament.

(AGC), Latinos in Science and
Engineering (MAES); Mechanical
Electrical Specialty Contractors
(MESC); Architectural
Engineering Student Leadership
and Advisory Committee
(AESLAC). Student groups
sponsored wagering holes where
completing special challenges
earned players more chances
to win exciting raffle prizes like
tools, Husker gear, game day
tickets and more!
Once again, we express sincere
thanks to the CIAC and other
hardworking professionals that
invest their time, money, and
expertise to enhance, improve,
and support education at The
Durham School.

Events like these provide
an opportunity for industry
professionals, faculty, and
students to network in a relaxed
and fun environment. Student
volunteers have the added
benefit of raising money for their
student organizations. More
than 20 students volunteered to
represent and raise money for
the following student chapters:
Associated General Contractors
14
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Events
Dry Stack Demo with
Nebraska Masonry
Alliance

2018 Construction
Programs Awards
Banquet

Ece Erdogmus, AE professor and
program coordinator once again
hosted industry professionals in her
Masonry and Timber design course
to serve as the jury for the students’
term project competition. During
the spring 2018 semester, members
of the Nebraska Masonry Alliance
(NMA) visited The Durham School at
the Scott Campus to educate future
structural engineers about problems
in masonry and different design
solutions to address them. Using a
hands-on approach, they showed
the students how a masonry wall is
built, discussed different flashing
material, insulation, block, brick
and movement joints, controlled
trapping, and masonry install. Each
student of the winning design
team will receive a $250 prize from
NMA. Thank you to the Nebraska
Masonry Alliance for sharing your
time and talents in support of
our students. We have the most
supportive industry representatives,
always willing to share their
real-world knowledge!

The 2018 Construction
Programs Awards Banquet
was held on April 12, 2018, at
Round the Bend Steakhouse
in Ashland, with over 180
attendees. A few highlights of
note include Don Wrieth was
given a Lifetime Achievement
award, then recognized Doug
Glaser with an Outstanding
Alumni award. This may have
looked like a passing of the
torch as Don retires as chair
of the Construction Industry
Advisory Committee (CIAC)
at the Durham School, and
Doug is set to take the helm,

beginning his service as chair in
the 2018-19 academic year. The
Durham School cannot express
enough appreciation for the
outstanding support it receives
from accomplished professionals
such as Mr. Wrieth and Mr. Glaser,
and many, many others. Also,
the ASC student competition
team gave a presentation about
their experience in Reno, where
they were given a Merit Award
for their Integrated Project
Delivery submission at the ASC
Conference and in February.
This annual event serves to
recognize student, alumni,
and faculty accomplishments.
Congratulations to all who
received recognition this year!

Thank you to members Bill Greco
and Bill McCormick at T. Hansen
Construction, Inc. and Brad
Kline at TCC Materials for the
excellent demonstration! If a
hands-on masonry demonstration
could be of benefit to your
organization, please contact leslie@
nebraskamasonryalliance.org to
schedule a visit.
Don Wrieth presented Doug Glaser with an
Outstanding Alumni Award

Kevin Grosskopf, professor and program
coordinator, with his daughter Isabella at the
2018 Construction Programs Awards Banquet
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Events

The Durham School Headlines

Fall 17-18

2018 Architectural Engineering Awards Banquet
The 2018 Architectural Engineering Awards Banquet was held
March 1, 2018 at Omaha Marriott in Regency. At the time, its usual
home, the Scott Conference Center, was in the finishing stages of
its remodel and expansion. There were more than 180 attendees
this year, with alumni keynote speakers Andy Lang of Morissey
Engineering, and Drew Johnson of Thompson, Dressen, and Dorner
(TD2). They presented on their work on the Jackson-Dinsdale
Art Center at Hastings College in Nebraska. This important event
recognizes students for their academic accomplishments, and
faculty and alumni for their continued growth and support of
architectural engineering education at The Durham School. Thank
you to everyone who contributes to the success of UNL AE!

Upcoming Events
DSAB Meeting
Sep 6 & Dec 6, 2018
Career Fair Dates
Oct 1-3, 2018
AEIAC Meeting
Nov 2, 2018
Admitted Student Days
Dec 3, 2018 & Feb 11, 2019
Explorer Post Dates
Jan 9, 16, 23, 30, & Feb 6, 2019

Durham School Merchandise
Available Online!
By popular demand, The Durham School of
Architectural Engineering and Construction has
set up an online merchandise store within the
College of Engineering's online store. You can go
to the College of Engineering website and find
our tab in their E-Store, or visit directly at https://
nebraskaengineeringestore.com/dsaec/.

Scan for your chance win a
Durham School sweatshirt!

Don’t forget to scan the QR code to the right for
your chance to win one of the sweatshirts we
offer at The Durham School E-Store!

Stay Connected!
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
https://facebook.com/TheDurhamSchool

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Please send us your stories and photos to:
DurhamSchool@unl.edu

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER
https://twitter.com/TheDurhamSchool

-or-

VIST OUR WEBSITE
https://durhamschool.unl.edu

http://engineering.unl.edu/durhamschool/durhamsubmit-news-item/

The University of Nebraska-Lincoln is an equal opportunity educator and employer.

