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Results from Kessler International 2017 survey: 

86%
Claimed they 

cheated in 
school

97%
said they have 

never been 
caught

54%
Said it was ok to 

cheat to be 
competitive



International Center for Academic Integrity (2002 – 2015) : 

68%
admit cheating 

on written 
assignments or 

tests



Source: Wiley, "Academic Integrity in the Age of Online Learning"



Why do students cheat?



Three types of tendencies
1. Would never knowingly cheat

2. Those who ”rationalize”

3. Opportunity to succeed



How do students cheat?
1. Paid homework and papers

takemyonlineclass.com



How do students cheat?
1. Paid homework and papers



How do students cheat?
2. Sharing and getting materials from others



“At Texas Christian University last 
week, news broke that 12 students 
were suspended after allegedly using 
Quizlet to cheat on a final. The 
students are contesting the decision, 
saying that they used Quizlet to study 
but didn’t know that the questions 
they were seeing would be on their 
final.”

How do students cheat?
3. Copying answers from communities

https://www.insidehighered.com/quicktakes/2018/05/11/cheating-scandal-texas-christian


“Today I graduated and I couldn’t have done it 
without God and Quizlet”

“Shout out to Quizlet for making this possible”

https://quizlet.com/

How do students cheat?
3. Copying answers from communities



How do students cheat?
3. Copying answers from communities



How can you make sure your 
online students take tests 
without cheating?



“The short 
answer: You 
can’t.” 

“… the reality is, 
students will always find 
new and creative ways 
to get around your 
policing efforts…”



“Nothing instructors can do will eradicate cheating. There will always be some 
students who plagiarize papers, collaborate on homework, or copy someone’s test. 
Scholars who study cheating agree that the goal, really, is to create conditions under 
which most students won’t be too tempted…"



12 practical strategies 
for enhancing Academic 

integrity 



1. Break up a big high-stakes exam into small 
weekly tests

1. Series of tests that are = weight of high stakes 
exam

2. Weekly test should be rigorous
3. When you lessen the pressure you reduce the 

urge of cheating
4. Reach out to students who perform poorly



2. Academic integrity pledge



2. Academic integrity pledge



3. Tests are paired up with honor statements

“By clicking “Start”, I pledge that: 

a. I am the student logging into this test and affirm that 
this is solely my work and answers

b. I will not share questions or answers in person, on 
paper, or on any platform like Chegg or other other 
websites 

c. To use only my notes and allowed materials. 
d. ………..



4. Documented problem solutions 

Students are asked to answer the question or solve a 
problem. Then, either as they solve or after they solve a 
problem, you ask them to describe and detail the reasons for 
each step.  The students thought process becomes visible. 

Solve problem here Explain your steps here



5. Build Student Reflection into your course to 
catch where students are experiencing difficulty 

Reflection leads to students thinking about their 
learning and in turn feel better connected with  
the materials and their own experiences

I encourage you to visit our Faculty resources page and watch Heidi’s 
presentation on this topic. Link in the last slide



5. Build Student Reflection into your course to 
catch where students are experiencing difficulty 

Muddiest point
What was the most difficult concept  of today?

Minute Papers
What did you learn about this concept?
List the two formulas we learned and explain how 
they are used in real world context.



6. Authentic Performance tasks

1. “Performance tasks yield a tangible product 
and/or performance that serve as evidence of 
learning”

2. Open ended, several ways to address a 
problem

3. Focus on the application of knowledge rather 
than recalling facts. 



6. Authentic Performance tasks - GRASPS

Goal
G

Role
R

Audience
A

Situation
S

Product, Performance, & Purpose

P

Success Criteria/ Standards

S

Characterize the performance of the thermocouples

Client of FOS is Swiss Chocolatiers of Greater Nebraska (SCGN)

Client needs precise thermocouples to monitor temperature of chocolate 
manufacturing processes; FOS needs to monitor the quality of their thermocouple 
designs so as to match actual precision with advertised precision and sale price

Compute characteristics of performance (e.g., time constant) from time 
history data of sample thermocouples

Error analysis must demonstrate adequate accuracy of characterization 
method

You are an engineer working on a quality assurance team for FOS, Inc. 
(company) that manufactures thermocouples



7. Manage expectations and perceptions

You can spend 10 minutes at the beginning of your class explaining to the students 
that: 
a. The value of their degrees is reduced when they cheat (Would you want civil 

engineer that cheated to design the bridge you drive on?)
b. This should be important to them, but it is important to you that they learn the 

concepts  and are able to apply them. 
c. You care about each of them and their success (Every person and every 

interaction matters, https://diversity.unl.edu/)  and as such, you are willing to 
address complex topics further to help them. 



8. Plagiarism detection - Turnitin



9. Go through the student code of conduct

As part of your initial discussions with the students, pull up the Student Code of Conduct for 
UNL (link in references), focus on the Standards of Academic Integrity and Responsible Conduct



10. Take 10 minutes to explain what constitutes as 
violations
You could share a list from the UNL Student Conduct and Community Standard Academic 
Integrity Report Form. (Link in References)

1. 1a. Copying from another student’s exam, assignment, or project.
2. 1b. Using materials during an exam or for an assignment that are not authorized by the 

instructor.
3. 1c. Using devices during an exam that are not authorized by the instructor.
4. 1d. Taking any materials out of the exam room (for example, the exam itself or scratch 

paper) that the exam instructions prohibit students from taking.
5. 1f. Possessing a copy of an exam or assignment that the student knows or should have 

known that they are not authorized to have.
6. 1g. Working on an exam or assignment with someone else, unless group work has been 

authorized by the instructor.
7. 1h. Taking an exam for another student, or allowing their exam to be taken by someone 

else.



• https://justdomyhomework.com/
• https://takemyonlineclass.com/
• https://www.studymode.com/
• https://www.coursehero.com
• https://quizlet.com/
• https://edusson.com/
• https://www.noneedtostudy.com/

11. Tell them you know!

https://justdomyhomework.com/
https://takemyonlineclass.com/
https://www.studymode.com/
https://www.coursehero.com/
https://quizlet.com/
https://edusson.com/
https://www.noneedtostudy.com/


12. Technology: LockDown Browser & Canvas 
features

Lock Down Browser 

PerAmy Zachek, Director of DLC

Canvas

1. Timed quizzes
2. Randomize questions 
3. Randomize Answers
4. Have student submit scanned work
5. Banks of questions on Canvas

Note, many consider  lockdown browsers and virtual proctoring very invasive 



• Learning Tool  or Cheating Aid: https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2018/05/14/professors-warned-about-popular-
learning-tool-used-students-cheat

• 7 ways to assess Students Online and Minimize Cheating https://www-chronicle-com.libproxy.unl.edu/article/7-ways-to-
assess-students-online-and-minimize-
cheating?utm_source=Iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=campaign_1641950_nl_Academe-
Today_date_20201022&cid=at&source=ams&sourceId=4768269

• 50 CATS by Angelo and Cross  https://vcsa.ucsd.edu/_files/assessment/resources/50_cats.pdf

• Dr. Heidi Defies Dux presentation on Student Reflection: https://engineering.unl.edu/ecec/resources/

• Best way to stop cheating https://www.insidehighered.com/digital-learning/article/2020/07/22/technology-best-way-stop-
online-cheating-no-experts-say-better

• UNL student code of conduct https://studentconduct.unl.edu/student-code-conduct

• Tutorial for students scanning assignments https://unl.box.com/v/DocumentScan

Resources

https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2018/05/14/professors-warned-about-popular-learning-tool-used-students-cheat
https://www-chronicle-com.libproxy.unl.edu/article/7-ways-to-assess-students-online-and-minimize-cheating?utm_source=Iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=campaign_1641950_nl_Academe-Today_date_20201022&cid=at&source=ams&sourceId=4768269
https://vcsa.ucsd.edu/_files/assessment/resources/50_cats.pdf
https://engineering.unl.edu/ecec/resources/
https://www.insidehighered.com/digital-learning/article/2020/07/22/technology-best-way-stop-online-cheating-no-experts-say-better
https://studentconduct.unl.edu/student-code-conduct
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