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Executive Update
I joined the Nebraska Engineering
Ambassadors Network in 2014 as a
founding member, and it is incredible to
see how far we have come. This year, the
Engineering Ambassadors grew to our
largest yet, with 27 ambassadors making
an impact on our community. Last
semester, we had our first-ever
networking event with many amazing
local companies, and it was a success! You
can read more about it on page 2.

Another goal that we have completed is
the creation of curriculum for a
mini-workshop on our presentation style
and values that we hope to share with
other engineering students and student
organizations at UNL. It will be a great
tool for us to educate our peers and aid
them in becoming Complete Engineers!
We have planned the first mini-workshop
for this month.
Finally, we have updated and improved all
of our school outreach presentations this
past fall, to be ready for this school
semester! We are working very hard to
create fun and educational hands-on
activities for each and every one.

This semester, we are planning more
exciting events - most importantly, a new
workshop! The founder of the national
network of Engineering Ambassadors,
Michael Alley of Penn State, has selected
the Nebraska EAN Program to host a
special spring conference for advisors and
outreach coordinators from across the
country!

Rachael Wagner
President
Mechanical Engineering
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All About: Networking Night
This past fall, the Engineering Ambassadors
Network hosted our first ever Networking
Night in Lincoln. At the beginning of the
semester when we were developing some
goals for this year, many members
expressed interest in learning more about
different engineering industries and
networking with professionals. Networking
Night was a great way to accomplish both of
these goals in one; EAN members had the
opportunity to connect and network with
professionals in a variety of industries
related to engineering. Nine different local
companies were represented!

Kelly Weiler, an Ambassador, shares a flier with other
ambassadors and professionals

We began the event with a presentation by two of our ambassadors, Kelly and Jena, to
introduce ourselves and our mission. Members were then able to mingle with
professionals over hors d'oeuvres for the rest of the evening. Having such a wide variety of
companies in attendance was a great chance to learn about opportunities previously
unknown and to have one-on-one conversations with the professionals. In the future, we
are looking forward to hosting this event in Omaha and again in Lincoln.
If you are interested in learning more, or to invite ambassadors to your event,
check our website.

Students and professionals network over dinner
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Interview with a Former Ambassador: Jacob Quint

Now that you have completed your undergraduate
studies, what are your current pursuits?
My current pursuits are applying to graduate schools for
advanced manufacturing for biomedical applications. In the
meantime, I am traveling to visit friends across the US and
am leaving for Europe in a few months. I will enjoy a nice
vacation before school begins.

How has Engineering Ambassadors benefited you?
Engineering Ambassadors allowed to give back to communities in Nebraska and improved
my personal communications skills. There was always something missing in my
undergraduate career. College is a very self-focused time, so it was nice ... to inspire others
and allow them to know amazing opportunities to enter a STEM field. Nothing is more
challenging then simplifying complex topics to an elementary level to convey an effective
message to a diverse audience. The ability to synthesize any topic into its key components
and communicating those ideas concisely will be used in many future endeavors.

What advice would you give to current undergraduate students?
My advice to current undergraduate students is to always plan ahead, strive to understand
the context of every problem you face, branch out to other groups of people you would not
usually associate yourself with, and enjoy the time you have in college. It is a special place
with countless opportunities that are short lived.

Jacob delivering the Earthquakes Presentation
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Interview with a Former Ambassador: Taylor Knickerbocker

Now that you have completed your undergraduate
studies, what are your current pursuits?
I am currently a Masters student at UNL in the CIVE program
and am working as a graduate research assistant for
Dr. Wittich. My research consists of analyzing freestanding
structures and the probabilities associated with how they
react/fail under earthquake loads.

How has Engineering Ambassadors benefited you?
Being involved with EAN has benefited me in so many ways. Through EAN I have gained
public speaking skills, professional skills, leadership opportunities, knowledge of how to
format a presentation properly, contacts within the university, scholarships, and so much
more. EAN was one of my favorite parts of undergrad and I miss it a ton. I am so grateful
that I joined EAN my sophomore year because now I feel so much more confident in my
ability to create and give technical presentations.

What advice would you give to current undergraduate students?
Get involved! I don't know what I would've done if I hadn't been in EAN. Finding and
joining an organization that you love is so rewarding and a great way to meet new people.
It's also a nice break from coursework and can lead to amazing opportunities
down the road.

Taylor tells the story of the Wright Brothers during the Flight Presentation
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Fundraising Update
The Engineering Ambassadors have been
hard at work in the fundraising
department. In December, we held a
holiday cookie decorating event, complete
with hot chocolate and apple cider. In
addition to being a successful fundraiser,
it was also a great chance to bond and
enjoy the holidays. We also participated in
the Engineering Golf Scramble again, and
we are planning another fundraising event
for the spring.
In exciting news, we received a generous grant from Olsson Associates which will allow us to
reach even more local students. Finally, we continue to seek new partners for our
sponsorship program. With this, we can work more closely with engineering firms and other
donors. Some of the benefits of this program include presentations developed around
company projects, opportunities to share expertise in the company’s field, and company
logos on our website. For more information about the sponsorship program, contact Sally
Wei (swei2@unl.edu) or check out this link: Partnership Opportunities. We can’t wait to see
what other opportunities this semester will bring!

Evan Garber
Fundraising Chair

Mechanical Engineering
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Ask the Ambassadors:
What is your most memorable ambassador event?
My most memorable ambassador event was
when I volunteered at a VEX Robotics competition at Omaha North. It was so cool to be able
to see so many kids who had a passion for
building and creating, especially since I came
from a small high school where there weren't
many opportunities like that. It was also a lot
of fun to be a judge and watch the events
throughout the day.

My favorite Engineering Ambassadors event
was the Conference I attended at Penn
State when I first learned how to give assertion-evidence presentations. In that short
weekend I was able to get to know my fellow ambassadors better while learning a lot
about presentation skills. I am now a better
presenter and closer to my fellow ambassadors because of that conference.

Evan Garber
Capri Keeler

Mechanical Engineering

Civil Engineering

Alicia Curti
Sarah Wangler

Chemical Engineering

Mechanical Engineering

My most memorable Ambassador event
was the LPS Science Fair. I really enjoyed
helping the kids with activities and walking
around to help judge the science fair projects. I think it's awesome to see kids with
such a passion for science and engineering
at an early age.

I loved working with the high schoolers in
the Big Red Summer Camp. It was so exciting to watch them take scientific concepts
and use them so creatively in their project
designs!
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