
Graduate School Application Timeline

Junior Year 
or  Earlier

August

Discuss your interest in
pursuing graduate
school with your advisor
and faculty within your
area of interest
Research focus areas
within your discipline 
Pursue research
experience

Write personal
statement/statement of
purpose
Update resume/CV
Research potential
Fellowships.

September
Take any needed
entrance exams (i.g. GRE)
Contact possible
recommenders to ask if
they are willing to write a
letter of
recommendation and
provide them with dates
and your resume/CV.

October

Prepare application
materials.
Request transcripts.
Confirm recommenders.

November-
December
Submit applications.
send thank you notes to
recommenders.

March-April

Review admissions
decisions.
Determine what school
you will attend. 
Notify institutions of
your plans.
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*This is a suggested timeline for a Fall semester start date. Use as a guide to plan backwards based in your desired start date. and deadlines.


